THE  BOLSHEVIK DICTATORS
doors. No one realized that the Bolsheviks were virtually
masters of the situation, not even Lenin himself. Lenin
was fidgety and wanted things to move faster. He was
afraid things would be held up, he got flustered. But
on the 25th, Trotsky's troops, backed by the guns of the
cruiser Aurora, stormed the Winter Palace. Kerensky
fled for his life. Lenin then divested himself of his ginger
wig and appeared before the Soviet Congress, who
cheered him to the echo, and proclaimed the fall of the
provisional government.